

ENACTED 2/8/11


Introduced by Council Member Jones: 
ORDINANCE 2011-88-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING HONORARY STREET DESIGNATIONS AND ASSOCIATED ROADWAY MARKERS; ESTABLISHING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION ON RIVERSIDE AVENUE BETWEEN LEILA STREET AND ALFRED DUPONT PLACE FOR FLORIDA TIMES-UNION REPORTER JESSIE-LYNNE KERR; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TWO HONORARY ROADWAY MARKERS AT EITHER END OF THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 9; HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF, AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF JESSIE-LYNNE KERR; PROVIDING FOR CONFORMANCE WITH PART I (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF CHAPTER 745, ORDINANCE CODE (ADDRESSING AND STREET NAMING REGULATIONS); WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(e)(2), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING PERSONS WHO HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION MAY BE NAMED AFTER; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Jessie-Lynne Kerr has been an outstanding and recognizable journalist for the past 50 years, with 47 years working as a diligent reporter for the Florida Times-Union; and

WHEREAS, Jessie-Lynne Kerr has been a bona fide trailblazer in the Jacksonville community; and
WHEREAS, during a time period and era when major newspaper editors assigned female journalists like Jessie-Lynne Kerr to women’s pages and weddings coverage, Jessie-Lynne Kerr thrived as the newspaper’s courts reporter; and
WHEREAS, Jessie-Lynne Kerr quickly earned the respect of prosecutors, defense attorneys and judges through her tenacious, yet fair questions and accurate stories; and throughout the past years, has covered numerous beats and communities for the newspaper, gathering a trail of fans, admirers and friends along the way; and
WHEREAS, the remarkable reputation and achievements of Jessie-Lynne Kerr were more evident during a surprise 40th anniversary event held at the newspaper offices where the crowd in attendance featured an incredible mix of notable individuals; and
WHEREAS, many of the individuals at the anniversary event had not spoken to each other in many years, but put aside current squabbles to celebrate and support their friend, Jessie-Lynne Kerr; and
WHEREAS, a private donor has provided funding to cover the costs of the roadway markers approved herein; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Jessie-Lynne Kerr are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Jessie-Lynne Kerr’s family, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in; to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of appropriate honorary roadway markers on Riverside Avenue, such designation to extend between the Riverside Avenue intersections with Leila Street and Alfred DuPont Place and also at the intersection of Leila Street in front of the Florida-Times Union Building, all in Council District 9; and
WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, have been complied with in all respects; and


WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (e)(2), Ordinance Code, allow for honorary designations for persons who have been deceased for a minimum five (5) years; but given the nature of Jessie-Lynne Kerr’s accomplishments, the Council hereby has determined to waive any limitation on the naming of an honorary designation after a person who is still alive, and also to waive any other ordinance or rule inconsistent with the purposes of this ordinance; now therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.   Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage of this ordinance is requested, because the honor and recognition to the honoree is long overdue, and the prompt expedition of this ordinance is crucial.


Section 2.

Portion of Riverside Avenue between Leila Street and Alfred DuPont Place to receive an honorary street designation for Jessie-Lynn Kerr.  Riverside Avenue, between Leila Street and Alfred DuPont Place, in Council District 9, shall hereby be honorarily designated as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, for Jessie-Lynne Kerr.

Section 3.

Honorary Roadside Markers for Jessie-Lynne Kerr to be installed.  Two honorary roadway memorial markers, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Jessie-Lynne Kerr, shall be placed on Riverside Avenue, at either end between Leila Street and Alfred DuPont Place.

Section 4. 
Waiver of Section 745.105 (e) (2). Section 745.105 (e)(2), Ordinance Code, requiring the approval of honorary designations only for persons who have been deceased for five years, and any other ordinance or rule which conflicts with the purposes set forth herein, are hereby waived to allow for the honorary street designation and honorary marker as set forth in Sections 1 and 2 hereof.  

Section 5.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 6.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
_____/s/ Cherry A. Shaw__________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry A. Shaw
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